LAST WILL & TESTAMENT
William Baker
1762
18HW25

In the name of God Amen I William Baker of Pirton in the County of Hertford Sawyer being of Sound Mind Memory and Understanding but considering the Uncertainty of this transitory Life do make Publish and declare this my last Will and Testament in Manner and form following (to Wit) I give and Bequeath Unto my Brother John Baker the Sum of Ten pounds of Lawfull Money  And the like Sum of Ten pounds I give unto my Sister Mary Sibley, These Several Legacies to be paid within Six Kallendar Moneths after my Decease  An I do hereby Charge my Freehold Cottage or Tenement and Curtilage with the appurtenances which I have at Clifton in the County of Bedford and in the Occupation of my Nephew John Baker with the payment thereof I give and Devise Unto Sarah Baker my Niece and Daughter to my late Brother Thomas Baker All that Customary or Coppyhold Cottage or Tenement Scituate Standing and being in the Hamlet of Preston in the Parish of Hitchin of Hitchin in the County of Hertford aforesaid later in the Occupation of Solomon Fletcher with every of its rights Members Appendants and Appurtenances To hold to her the said Sarah Baker her Heirs and Assignes for ever  Also I give unto the said Sarah Baker one Gold Ring  All other my Freehold and Customary or Coppyhold Messuages Cottages Land Tenements and Hereditaments whatsoever Scituate Standing and Being at Clifton aforesaid And Pirton aforesaid with every of their appurtenances  I give and Devise unto my said Nephew John Baker and his Assignes for the terme of his Natural Life And from and after his Decease I give and Devise the Same Messuages Cottages Lands Tenements and Hereditaments with every of their Appurtenances Unto the Heirs of the Body of my said Nephew John Baker Lawfully Begotten or to Begotten And their Heirs and for want of such Issue I give and Devise the Same premises with the Appurtenances Unto the Right Heirs of my said Brother John Baker for ever And to and for no other Use or Use Whatsoever of which Coppyhold premises I have made Surrender to the Use of this my Will and All the rest residue and Remainder of my Worldly Goods and Effects Whatsoever I give Devise 
and Bequeath to my said Nephew John Baker And I hereby Nominate and appoint the said John Baker my Nephew Sole Executor of this my last Will and Testament hereby revoking all former Wills and Wills by me heretofore made   In Witness whereof I have hereunto Set my hand and Seal this Twenty Sixth day of December in the Thirty first year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Second by the Grace of God of Great Britain France and Ireland King Defender of the Faith and so forth And in the year of Our Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred and fifty Six.
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23 Nov 1762

John Baker the Executor above named was duly sworn before me

J P Morgan   Surr.

Proved at Hitchin 23 Nov 1762 before the Revd John Pilkington Morgan Clerk Master of Arts Surrogate of the Worshipful Arthur Collier Doctor of Laws Commissary and the Reverend Charles Jonas Master of Arts Official of the Archdeaconry of Huntingdon both lawfully constituted by the Oath of the Executor To whom was granted second to being first sworn in my presence
