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The Mark of Francis Wells

In the Name of God Amen I Francis Wells of Pirton in the County of Hertford Labourer being Ill of body but of sound and perfect mind and Memory Praise be therefore given to Almighty God hopeing thro{ugh} the merrits Death and Passion of my Saviour Jesus Christ to have full and free Pardon and Forgivness of all my sins and to inherit everlasting life and my Body I commit to the pardon and Forgivness of all my Sins and to inherit everlasting life and my Body I commit to the Earth to be decently Burried at the discresion of my Executrix and Executor hereafter Named and as Touching the Disposition of all such Temporal Estate as it hath pleased Allmighty God to bestow upon me I give and dispose thereof as followeth Imprimis I give and devise Unto Anne my Loving Wife for and during the Terme of her Naturall Life all those five Acres and a half of Customary or Coppyhold Arable Land ( More or Les) with  the App{er}ten{en}ces Lying Dispirsedly in the Common fields of Pirton afores{ed} and hereafter in these presents perticularly Mentioned and expressed (That is to say) One Acre thereof lying on Greenloe Hill the land of Thomas Ansell Esq lying on one side thereof and the land of John Farmer In the other one acre more thereof lying in the same field in a Shott or Furlong called Mad Furlong the land of Mr. Tho{mas} Roberts lying on  one side thereof half An Acre More thereof lying in Stoney Lands in the Windmill field the Land of Michael Ansell Lying On one side thereof Half an Acre more thereof lying in Cross Stoney Lands in the Clay Field the land of James Hanscombe Es{quire} lying On One side thereof one Rood more lying in the same shott the land late of Robert Collison lying on one side thereof one Rood more thereof lying in Whitmarsh Furlong in the same field having a land now in the occupation of Robert Farmer lying on one side thereof half an acre more thereof lying in Neither Crofts the lands of Thomas Roberts gent lying on both sides thereof half a acre more lying at Slade Head in Northmead field the land of Joseph Hallstead lying on one side thereof half an acre more lying in the same field the land of Mr Vaux lying on one side thereof and the land late of Robert Collison on the other half an acre more shooting up to North Mead Corner in the same field the land of Ralph Fordham gent lying on one side thereof which said lands and primises are now in the occupacon of me the said Francis Wells and holden of the Manor of Pirton Rectory by Coppy of Court Roll And after the Death and decease of the said Anne my Wife my Will and Mind is I do hereby give and devise all and every the said lands before Mentioned with theire and some of there Appurtenances Unto My Brother Richard Wells of Weston in the County of Hertford Shepherd and to his heirs and assignes for ever Item I give and devise more unto Ann my loving wife for and during the term of her Natural life All that acre more or less of customary arable land with the appurtenences lying in Pirton  Doddingsells by Coppy of Court Role and after her decease I give and devise the same acre to my brother Richard Wells before Mentioned and to his Heirs and  assignes for ever of which primises I have lately made several surrenders thereof to the use of my will Item all the rest and residue of my personall estate Goods and Chattels Whatsover my Debts and Funerall Expenses being first paid and Discharged I do give and bequeath Unto Anne my loving Wife and Richard my brother whome I constitute and appoynt sole Executor and executrix of this my last Will and testament and I do hereby revoke disannul and make void all former wills  and testaments by me hereto fore made. In Witness whereof I the said Francis Wells to this my last will and Testament being contained in two sheets of paper have set my hand and seale this fourteenth day of August in the first year of the reigne of our Sovereigne Lord George by the Grace of God King of Great Brittaine France and Ireland Defender of the faith
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