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The last Will and Testament of me Henry Ward of Pirton in the County of Hertford Yeoman

I appoint my friends Samuel Negus of Hitchin in this County of Hertford Shopkeeper and John Foster of Holwell in the County of Bedford farmer executors of my Will and I devise to them and their heirs all my freehold and copyhold messuages cottages lands tenements and hereditaments situate and being at Pirton aforesaid or elsewhere in this  said county of Hertford upon trust to permit and suffer my wife Hannah Ward to continue to occupy the same during her widowhood or at her desire to let the same or any part thereof and to pay to my said wife or allow her to receive the rents thereof during her widowhood for the support of herself and the maintenance and education of our children during their minorities and from and after the decease or marriage of my wife I direct my said Trustees and the survivor of them or his heirs to sell and dispose of the said freehold and copyhold estates either together in parcels or by public sale or private contract.   And I fully authorise and empower my said trustees and the survivor of them and his heirs at their discretion for payment of my debts or otherwise at any time or at different times before the decease or marriage of my wife in the manner to sell and dispose of the whole or any part of my said real estate and to facilitate such sale (words hidden in crease of paper) surrender and receipt of my said Trustees or of the survivor of them or his heirs shall be a  valid and effectual assurance to every purchaser of the premises to be comprised in such conveyance and surrender and a  sufficient discharge for the purchase money and that no purchaser taking such conveyance surrender and receipt shall be obliged to see to the application of the purchase money or be in any wise responsible for the misapplication or non application thereof and in case of the sale of all or any part of my said estates during the widowhood of my wife I direct so much of the produce of such sale as shall not be 

applied in payment of my debts to be invested in the names of my said trustees and I give the interest thereof to my said wife during her widowhood – I give to my said trustees their executors and administrators all my farming stock and other personal estate upon trust after payment of such of my debts as shall not have been discharged by sale of my real estates and my funeral and incident expences to permit my wife to enjoy the same during her widowhood for the better support of herself and maintenance and education of our minor children I authorise my trustees to apply the sum of twenty pounds for the placing out  each of my children as apprentices or otherwise for his or her advantage and I give the sum of twenty pounds to each of my children for whom the same shall not have been advanced by my executors to be paid to a son or sons at his or their age or respective ages of twenty one years and being a daughter or daughters at that age or on the day or days of their marriage respectively and from and after the decease or marriage of my wife I direct my executors to convert into money such part of my personal estates as shall not then consist of money and I give and bequeath as well the produce of the sale of my real estate as also the residue of my personal estate unto and equally between my children Martha Ward John Ward Elizabeth Ward William Ward and Samuel Ward the share or shares of a son or sons to be paid at his or their age or respective ages of twenty one years and of a daughter or daughters at that age or on the day of their marriage respectively which shall first happen and in case of the death of either of my sons before the age of twenty one or of my daughters before that age or marriage I give the share or shares of him her or them so dying unto and equally between the survivors of them and I direct that the interest in the meantime may be applied in or towards the support of my said children and I declare that my said trustees and executors may in the first place deduct and retain and each pay to his co trustee and executor all such costs charges

 and expences as they or either of them shall be put unto in the execution or defence of the trusts of this my will and that each shall be answerable for his own acts and receipts only and neither of them for any thing more than shall actually come to his hands or for any loss which shall happen without his or their wilful neglect or default   In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand the fifth day of March in the year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and ten.
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