LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT

WILLIAM TURNER     135 HW 42
In the name of God Amen, I William Turner of Pirton in the County of Hertford Yeoman being of Sound Mind Memory and Understanding but considering the uncertainty of this transitory life to make publish and declare this my last Will and Testament in the manner and form following to wit I give and devise unto Elizabeth my Wife and her assigns for the term of her natural life One Annuity or yearly rent of four pounds by the year of lawfull money to be issuing and payable out of my further closes at Northend from the place of my abode they containing five acres more or less the same to be paid by two Half Yearly equal payments the first of the said Payments to begin at which of the Feast Days of St Michael the Archangell and the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary shall happen next after my decease and that when and as often as the same or any part thereof shall be behind and unpaid by the space of Twenty Days next after any of the said Feast Days on which the same ought as aforesaid to be paid being lawfully demanded that then and so often and at any time and times there after it shall and may be lawfull to and for the said Elizabeth my Wife into and upon the said Closes and premises chargable therewith to enter and   distrain   and such  distress and  distresses to detain keep and dispose of as she shall think fit until she shall be fully satisfied and paid all such arrearages with costs and charges in and about the making keeping and disposing thereof Also I give to the said Elizabeth my Wife my Silver Pint Mugg and my cow.  I give and devise unto my nephew Thomas Ratheram All those my three acres and an half of Customary arrable land be the same or more lying dispersed in the Parish and fields of Pirton aforesaid and holden of the Manor of Pirton Doddingsells by copy of Court Roll and at the annual rent of one shilling and four pence one acres of which lyeth in the Whitefield in a Shott called Hitchway one acre more thereof lieth in Stoney Lands in the Windmill field half an acre more there of lieth in Rackpit Shott  Half an acre more thereof  lieth in Middle Dane Shott and the other half acre lieth in North End Corner to hold the said Three acres and an half of arable land with every of their rights Members Appendants and appurtenances unto my said nephew Thomas Ratheram and to heirs and assigns for ever I give and devise unto John the Son of my late nephew John Ratheram half an acre by estimation of customary land in a Shott called Low Fowlong in the Parish of Pirton aforesaid at the annual rent of four pence to hold the said half acre with appurtenances unto the said John Ratheram and to his heirs and assigns for ever I give and devise unto William Ratheram son of my late nephew John Ratheram half an acre of customary Arable land be it more or less lying in Middle Dane Shott in the Parish of Pirton aforesaid holding at the annual rent of three pence to hold the said half acre of land and premises with the appurtenances unto the said William Ratheram his heirs and assigns for ever  I give and devise unto Ann the wife of John Arl of Pirton aforesaid all that  customary or Copyhold messuage cottage or tenement situate standing and being in Pirton aforesaid in the  occupation of John Crouch with orchard and pightle thereunto adjoining together with  all outhouses  Edifices Buildings Barns Yards Hedges Ditches fences Common ways water easements commodities and appurtenances to the said messuage Cottage or Tenement belonging or in any way appertaining To hold the same premises with the appurtenances to the said Ann and to her heirs and assigns for ever  Also I give and devise unto the said Ann Arl.  all that Close in Pirton aforesaid called Bull Platt Close to hold the aforesaid Close with the appurtenances unto the said Ann Arl and to her heirs and assigns for ever  I give and devise unto John Arl the younger all that half acre of arable land be the same more or less situate lying  and  being in a shott called  Hatchfurlong in the Whitefield to hold the said half acre of land with the appurtenances unto the said John Arl the younger and for his heirs and assigns for ever  I give and devise unto William Arl his brother one acre of arable land be the same more or less lying in Hambridge Field in Pirton aforesaid and one Close called Burymead Close in Pirton aforesaid held together of the Manor of Pirton at the annual rent of eleven pence To hold the said acre of arable land and Close with every of their rights members and  appurtenances unto the said William Arl his heirs and assigns for ever  I give and devise unto Philip Ratheram my nephew All that messuage cottage or tenement with the appurtenances situate in Pirton aforesaid in the occupation of John Arl the Elder with all yards orchards Barns stables Trees fences common ways Water Easements profits Commodities and appurtenances be the same belonging or appertaining To hold the same premises with the appurtenances unto the said Philip Ratheram his heirs and assigns forever Also I give and devise unto the said Philip Ratheram my orchard on the other side the lane being opposite to part of the premises before mentioned to be given to the said Philip together with my piece of land adjoining the said orchard and piece of land or Close with every of their appurtenances unto the said Philip Ratheram his heirs and assigns forever  I give and devise the said Philip Ratheram all those four acres and half be the same more or less of arable land lying dispersed in the Common fields of Pirton aforesaid and hereafter particularly mentioned that is to say one acre that is lying in Hambridge Field one acre and half an acre lying in a shott called Bowell one acre and more thereby lying in a Shott called Clay Millway half an acre more or less lying in Monks Pitt  Furlong and one rood     residue thereof lying in Idles Mares Shott                      To hold the said four acres and a half of land and premises with the appurtenances unto the said Philip Ratheram his heirs and assigns for ever  I give and devise more unto the said Philip Ratheram my two little Closes of pasture and ploughing ground situate and lying and being at North End in Pirton aforesaid in my own occupation and that other close or closes lying within North End in Pirton aforesaid in the occupation of Joseph How containing by estimation four acres  To hold the said several closes lying at North End with every of their appurtenances unto the said Philip Ratheram his heirs and assigns for ever  I likewise give and devise unto the said Philip Ratheram all other my freehold and all other my copyhold Messuage Cottages Land Tenements Hereditaments whatsoever which I have or possessed of within the County of Hertford To hold the same unto the said Philip Ratheram his heirs and assigns for ever of such premises as are copyhold and being before mentioned I have made surrenders to the use of this my Will I give and bequeath unto Catherine Ratheram widow one guinea To Elizabeth Turner of Hertford one guinea to be paid by the said Philip Ratheram within two Kalender months next after my decease I give and bequeath unto such of the poor of Pirton that do not take collection forty shillings in bread to be distributed to them in manner following that is to say one half of part thereof the Sunday following my burial and the other half part thereof that day fortnight after and to be paid for by the said Philip Ratheram All the rest residue and remainder of my Worldly Goods and effects whatsoever I give devise and bequeath unto the said Philip Ratheram and thereby nomination and appoint the said Elizabeth my wife and the said Philip Ratheram Executors of this my last will and Testament and I do hereby order that the charges of my coffin shroud and funeral be equally paid between my Executors before mentioned and I hereby revoke and annul all former wills by me made this my Will being contained in three sheets of paper and to every one of which I have set my hand and seal this twentieth day of April in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and fifty six
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