LAST WILL & TESTAMENT
William Rabons
113hw40w
The Last Will and Testament of me William Rabons of Pirton in the County of Hertford yeoman as follows (that is to say)

First I give and devise unto Isaac Coxall of Hitchin in the said county of Hertford Gentleman and William How of the parish of Shitlington in the county of Bedford yeoman and their heirs  All and singular my ffreehold and copyhold messuages cottages lands tenements and hereditaments whatsoever situate lying and being in Pirton (except the cottage and land hereinafter devised to George Turner) aforesaid or elsewherewith then and an every of their appurtenances (having surrendred such parts thereof as are copyhold to the use of my wife)  To hold to the said Isaac Coxall and William How their heirs and assigns  Upon this special Trust and Confidence in them reposed that they the said Isaac Coxall and William How and the survivor of them and their heirs and assigns shall and will as soon as conveniently may be after my decease sell and dispose of the said messuages cottages lands tenements and hereditaments for the best price and prices they can obtain for the same  And for the promoting the sale of my said estates I do hereby declare my mind and will to be that the receipt and receipts in writing of the said Isaac Coxall and William How or the survivor of them his heirs or assigns shall be a good and sufficient discharge to the purchaser or purchasers of my said estates or any part thereof for as much as shall be thereby acknowledged to be received without such purchaser or purchasers being obliged to see to the application or being anyways answerable or accountable for the misapplication or non application of such purchase money or any part thereof Also I give unto Ann Pryor of Pirton aforesaid widow and the said Isaac Coxall the sum of one hundred and fifty pounds in money out of my personal estate and of the money to arise by sale of my said ffreehold and copyhold estates  Upon trust that the same be put out at interest on government or real Securities and the Dividends and Interest thereof be received by the said Ann Pryor during her life and after her decease the said principal sum of one hundred and fifty pounds to be pai unto and equally between Edward Pryor and George Pryor the two younger children of the said Ann Pryor in case they shall then have attained their respective ages of twenty one years and if not when and as soon as they shall respectively attain such age  The interest from the death of their said Mother to be applied towards their maintenance   I also give to the said Ann Pryor All my household goods and furniture with liberty to live in and occupy my dwelling house three months after my decease   I also give and bequeath to the said Ann Pryor th sum of ten pounds to be paid her within one month after my decease  I also give and devise all that cottage or tenement in Pirton aforesaid in which I now dwell with the outhouses orchard and appurtenances thereto belonging and ffive roods by estimation of arable land in a place called the crofts shooting to the orchard of my said cottage   Unto George Turner of Pirton aforesaid carpenter for his life and after his decease unto John Turner his son for his life and after the decease of the said John Turner unto the only or eldest son of the said John Turner living at the time of his decease and the heirs of the body of such only or eldest son and for default of such issue  Unto Joseph How son of the said William How his heirs and assigns for ever.






William Rabon [signed]
Seal

LAST WILL & TESTAMENT (page 2)


I also give and bequeath to John How of Wendow in the County of Bucks Laborer the sum of fforty pounds  To Thomas Barton of Luton in the said County of Bedford Victualler the sum of fforty pounds and to George Ffreeman son of the said Stephen Ffreeman the sum of ten pounds To John Lincoln son of George Lincoln of Shitlington in the said County of Bedford Laborer the sum of ten pounds To                        

Weeden wife of Thomas Weeden of Kings Walden in the said County of Hertford Laborer (daughter of the said George Lincoln) the like sum of ten pounds  To Sarah Turner of Weston in the said county of Hertford spinster the sum of ffive pounds  To Thomas Martin of Girtford in the Parish of Sandy in the said County of Bedford Laborer the sum of Ten pounds an To Joseph How above named (son of the said William How) the sum of ffifty pounds all which said last mentioned legacies I direct shall be paid to the said several and respective legatees out of my personal estate and the money to arise by sale of my real estate within one year after my decease provided that if the said Joseph How shall at the time of my decease be under the age of twenty one years Then I direct the said legacy shall be put out at interest on Government or Real Security until he attains his age of Twenty one years and the interest applied for his benefit in such manner as my executors shall think fit   I also give to the said Isaac Coxall ten pounds for the troubel he will have in the execution of this my will and the trust hereby in him reposed  And all the rest residue and remainder of my money securities for money debts to me owing goods chattels and personal estate and of the money to arise from the sale of my said real and copyhold estate I give and bequeath unto and equally between the said William How and George Turner for their own use Provided nevertheless my will further is that my said trustees and executors and each of them shall and may out of the money that shall come to their or either of their hands by virtue of this my will in the first place reimburse themselves and himself and pay to his co-trustee all such sorts charges damages and expenses as they or either of them shall sustain or be put unto in the execution or defence of the trust hereby in them reposed And that they nor either of them shall be accountable for any loss which may happen of the said trust monies without their wilful default Nor shall one of them be answerable for the other of them Nor for the Acts or Receipts of the other of them but each of them for his own Acts and Receipts only   And lastly I do hereby appoint the said Isaac Coxall and William How joint executors of this my last will and testament hereby revoking all former Wills by me made  In witness whereof I the said William Rabons have to this my last will and testament contained in two sheets of paper to each sheet thereof set my hand and seal the twenty third day of October in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty seven.







William Rabon [signed]      [seal]

Signed sealed published and declared by the

said William Rawbone the Testator as and for

his last will and testament in the presence of us 

subscribe and attest………………..witnesses in his 

presence at his request and in the presence of

each other.   The inter linear …of…….”except

the cottage and land hereinafter described……

…..James” and “and copyhold being first made”

Wm Wilshere

Jos Halstead

John Childes




I give to my old servant James Langley of Ridgmont 




five pounds and all my wearing apparel to be paid and




received by him as soon as may be after my decease  




And to my old servant Mary Knight spin I …….the 




coffer of …… pottery four pair of sheets, and to Mary




Child oldest daughter of William How ten pounds six 




months after my decease







Wm Rabon [signed]

Proved at Stevenage 26 April 1791 (cant make out the rest of the writing up the side of the document) 
