LAST WILL & TESTAMENT
James Mann


93HW18
I James Mann of Pirton in the County of Hertford yeoman being in perfect health and of sound mind memory and understanding but considering the uncertainty of this transitory life do make publish and declare this my last Will and Testament in manner and form following (to wit.) I give and devise unto Sarah my loving wife for her life one annuity or yearly rent of three pounds and eighteen shillings a year and to be issuing and payable out of all and singular my freehold and coppyhold messuages cottages lands tenements and hereditaments whatsoever scituate standing and being in Pirton aforesaid and holden of the several manors of Pirton Doddingsells and the Rectory of Pirton or out of either of them or any part or parts of them or either of them the same to be paid by monethly equal payments the first of the said payments to begin within twentyeight days after my decease and that when and so often as the same or any part thereof shall be behind and unpaid for the space of eight days next after any of the said monthly payments on which the same ought to be paid as aforesaid being lawfully demanded that then and so often and at any time or times thereafter it shall and may be lawfull to and for the said Sarah my wife into or upon the said Messuages lands tenements hereditaments and premisses and such distress and distresses to detain keep and dispose of as she shall think fitt untill she shall be fully satisfied and paid all such arrearages with the costs and charges in and about the making keeping and disposing thereof I give and bequeath unto my son William Mann the sum of thirty pounds to be paid to him by my eldest son James Mann within twelve moneths next after the decease of the said Sarah my wife and I do hereby charge my Close lying next and adjoyning to a Close in Pirton aforesaid known by the name of  Three Housen Close which I purchased of James Lucas and Edward Jennings with the payment thereof and my will further is in regard to the said Sarah my wife that if my said son James Mann or his heirs shall not permitt and suffer the said Sarah my wife to hold and enjoy the Kitchin and the parlour adjoyning part of my now dwelling house for the term of her life without any abatement of the said annuity which is my desire then I do hereby charge all and every of my freehold and customary messuages cottages lands tenements and hereditaments whatsoever in Pirton aforesaid and holden of the several manors aforesaid with the further yearly sum of three pounds and eighteen shillings of lawfull money to be paid yearly unto the said Sarah my wife for the term of her life by monethly equal payments and upon his or their refusal or nonpayment I hereby impower her the said Sarah to distrain and receive the land in manner as herein sett forth for the payment of the yearly annuity of three pounds and eighteen shillings before herein given unto her All my personall estate whatsoever I give and bequeath unto the said Sarah my wife and I do hereby nominate and appoint the said Sarah sole executrix of this my last Will and Testament   In Witness whereof I have hereunto sett my hand and seal the eighth day of October in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and fifty.
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