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The Last Will and Testament of me Henry Hobbs of Pirton in the County of Hertford Yeoman.
Imprimis I give and bequeath unto my Loving Brother William Hobbs and to his Heirs and Assignes The first Seven Years Rent or produce next after my decease out of and from all and every of my ffreehold and Leasehold Messuages cottages lands meadows pastures and premisses whatsoever with the appurtenances which I have or am possessed of within the Kingdom of Great Britain In Trust that he my Said Brother or his Heirs do and Shall pay or cause to be paid thereout Unto my loving Sister Ann Cooper widow the sum of ffive pounds of Lawfull British Money Yearly and every Year during the Said Term of Seven Years at two half Yearly equal payments at Michaelmas and Lady Day in each Year the first payment thereof to begin and be made on that of the said days of payment as Shall first happen next after my decease And upon this further Trust that he my said Brother and his Heirs do and Shall also pay or cause to be paid out of the Seven Years rents of the lands above Mentioned as the Money Shall arise and come into his or their hands the Several Legacies or Sums of Money and to the severall persons hereinafter Mentioned in Manner following (that is to say) To my Nephews Andrew Henry and William Cooper and to their Executors and Administrars the full Sum of Fifty pounds of Lawfull British Money to be paid to them out of the first Moneys that shall arise and come into the hands of my said Brother [William?] payment thereof In trust and for the use and benefitt of my Neice Ann Dawson   To my Kinsman Joseph Jenkins the Sum of ffive pounds of like lawfull Money within two years next after my decease   To Mary Hobbs my neice, one of the Daughters of my said Brother Wm Hobbs the Sum of One hundred and Sixty pounds of like lawfull Money as the rents or produce shall arise and come to hand to Answer the Same after the paymens before herein set forth and To four Children of my late Nephew John Cooper Namely Mary, Joseph, Robert, and Elizabeth, the Sum of ten pounds apiece of like lawfull Money at their Several and respective Ages of Twenty One Years (And if either of them shall depart this life before Such their Legacy Shall be paid unto them as aforesaid Then my Will is that Such Legacy or Legacies be equally divided amongst Such of them as Shall be then living) And to William and Hugh the Sons of my said Neice Ann Dawson the Sum of Ten pounds apiece of like lawfull Money at their Several and respective Ages of Twenty three Years   Item  I give and devise unto my said Sister Ann Cooper (after the determination of the Seven Years before Mentioned) One Annuity Yearly rent or Sum of ffive pounds of Lawfull British Money to be Issueing and payable out of all my ffreehold and Leasehold Messuages cottages lands Meadows Pastures Tenements and Hereditaments with the appurtenances Scituate lying and being in the parishes of Totternhoe and Eaton Bray in the County of Bedford or either of them to be paid to my said Sister or her Assignes free and clear from all Taxes and other outgoings whatsoever (at or in the now dwelling House of my said Sister in Lower Gravenhurst in the County of Bedford) by equal payments on the five most Usual days of payment in the Year (that is to say) the Twenty ninth day of September and the Twenty fifth day of March the first payment thereof to begin and be made on that of the said Days of payment as shall first happen next after the End of Seven Years after my decease And then to have hold receive and take the Said Annuity rent or Sum of five pounds per Annum unto my said Sister and her Assignes for and during the Term of her Natural Life  And further my Will and Mind is and I do hereby devise that if the said Annuity Yearly rent or Sum of ffive pounds or any part thereof Shall be in arrear or unpaid by the space of Twenty days next after either of the said Days of payment on which the Same Ought to be paid as aforesaid Then and so often it Shall and may be Lawfull to and for the said Ann Cooper my Sister and her Assignes into and upon all the said premisses with the appurtenances or into or upon part thereof Enter and distrain and the distress and distresses there found to take Lead drive carry away and impound [illegible] and dispose thereof further Nature of a distress for rent  Item all my Said ffreehold and Leasehold Messuages cottages lands Meadows Pastures Tenements and Hereditaments with the appurtenances Scituate lying or being in the Parishes of Totternhoe and Eaton Bray aforesaid or either of them (so charged as aforesaid)  I give and devise unto my Nephew Henry Hobbs to hold to him the said Henry Hobbs and to his Heirs and Assignes for ever further charging the said premisses with the payment of Twenty Pounds of lawfull Money unto my Said Neice Mary Hobbs with in twelve Moneths next after the said Henry Hobbs my Nephew Shall be in the possession thereof And my Will and mind touching the premisses further is That in case the said Henry Hobbs my Nephew and the said Mary Hobbs my Neice or either of them Shall depart this Life at any time before the time and times before herein Set forth for their enjoying or being in the possession of the Several Lands and Moneys so given them as aforesaid That then and in Such case I do hereby give devise and bequeath what would [interlined word illegible] otherwise belonged to such of them so dying   To my Brother William Hobbs and to Such of his Children as Shall be then unmarried and to the Heirs Executors and Administrators of them respectively  My said Brother and Such his Children paying or causeing to be paid thereout to my Nephew John Hobbs and to Sarah Buttler my Neice the Sum of Twenty pounds apiece of lawfull Money   Item I give and Bequeath unto my Nephew John Hobbs All an every my Stock of Goods Cattle and Chattells of what Nature or kind so ever he the said John Hobbs paying or causeing to be paid thereout Unto my Nephews Andrew Henry and William Cooper or to their executors Administrators the full sum of ffifty pounds of Lawfull British Money Upon this Special Trust and confidence Nevertheless in them reposed that they my said Nephews Andrew Henry and William Cooper and the Survivor of them and the executors and administrators o the Survivor of them Shall and do putt and place forth and from time to time continue the two Several Sums of ffifty pounds and ffifty pounds (so given them) at Interest upon Such Security or Securities as they or the Survivor of them or the executors or administrators of Such Survivor Shall approve of And shall from time to time pay the Interest and proceed thereof (as they Shall receive the Same) into the proper hands of my Neice Anne the Wife of Hugh Dawbone dureing the joynt lives of my Said Neice and her said husband to and for the sole and separate use of the said Anne To the intent that the Same or any part there of Shall not be Subject or lyable to the debts controul forfeitures or engagements of her said Husband but at her Sole disposal And upon this further Trust that my said Nepheews Andrew Henry and William Cooper and the Survivor of them and the Executors and Administrators of Such Survivor [illegible] my said Neece Ann Dawbone Shall happen to Survive her said Husband Shall and do within Three Moneths next after the decease of the said Hugh Dawbone in the lifetime of the said anne pay the Said Several Sums of ffifty pounds and Fifty pounds together with such interest as Shall be then due for the Same or (at the costs of the said Anne) Assigns over Such Security or Securities as shall be taken for the Same unto her the said Anne her Executors Administrators and Assignes But in case the said Anne Shall happen to dye in the lifetime of the said Husband Then in Trust to pay ffifty pounds to William Dawbone and ffifty pounds to Hugh Dawbone her two Sons at their Several and respective ages of one and twenty years and the [illegible in crease] thereof in the Mean time for their use and benefit And my Will is that the receipt and receipts in writing of my Said Neece Anne Dawbone Attested by One Credible Wittness Shall notwithstanding her overture be a Sufficient discharge and Sufficient discharges to him her or them to whome the Same shall be given for so much of the interest proffit or proceed of the said Several Summs of ffifty pounds and ffifty pounds as Shall be therein expressed to be received  And my Will and Mind is That the said Andrew Henry and William Cooper Shall not be answerable or accountable for any more of the said Several Sums of ffifty pounds and ffifty pounds so as aforesaid given in Trust to them or directed to be paid to them or any of them or for any greater part of any of them than shall respectively actually come to their hands nor the one of them for the other of them nor for the Acts Deeds Receipts or disbursements and that none of them Shall be answerable or accountable for any loss or losses which shall happen of the said Moneys or any part thereof or any of the interest proffit or proceed thereof so as such loss and losses happen without their Willfull defaults And further that it shall be lawfull for them or any of them out of the said Moneys respectively or the interest or proceed thereof in the first place to deduct and detaine all such costs charges damages and expenses as they or any or either of them shall necessarily and respectively Sustain expend or be put unto for or by reason of the respective Trusts aforesaid   Item I give and bequeath more out ofmy said Stock (so given unto my said Nephew John Hobbs as aforesaid) Unto Andrew Cooper my Nephew aforesaid the sum of Fifty pounds of lawfull Money and to William Cooper my nephew aforesaid the sum of Fifty pounds of like Lawfull Money to be paid to them by my said Nephew John Hobbs his Executors or Administrators within Twelve Moneths next after my decease   Item I give and devise unto my said Nephew John Hobbs all and every my Freehold and my customary or Coppy hold Messuages cottages lands Meadows Pastures and Hereditaments whatsoever which I hav or am posessed of Scituate lying and being in the Several parishes & ffields of Layton Buzzard and Hockley in the County of Bedford  And of Pirton in the County of Hertford with every of their rights Members appendants and appurtenances To hold unto him the said John Hobbs and to his Heirs and Assignes for ever  He the said John Hobbs my Nephew or his Heirs paying or causeing to be paid thereout unto my Brother William Hobbs Yearly and every Year for the Term of Seven Years next after my decease the full sum of ffour pounds and ten shilling of Lawfull money   And unto Mary Hobbs my Neice the Sum of twenty pounds of like lawfull Money with in twelve Moneths next after my said Nephew John Hobbs or his Heirs Shall be in the possession of the said ffreehold premisses And I do hereby charge the said Coppy hold and ffreehold premisses with the Several payments of the four pounds ten shillings Ann[uity] to my said Brother William Hobbs and the said Sum of Twenty pounds to my said Neece Mary Hobbs as aforesaid  Item to such a part of my Messuages cottages lands meadows pastures and hereditaments as are Coppy hold I have made Surrenders to the use of this my Will And I do hereby Nominate and appount my said Nephew John Hobbs Sole Executor of this my will   Further willing him to pay all my just debts And to pay or cause to be paid into the hands of his ffather (if living) the Sum of Twenty pounds of lawfull Money to defray the charges of my Burial And I do hereby also revoke disannul and make void all former wills by me heretofore made  In witness whereof I the said Henry Hobbs to this my last Will and Testament being contained in five Sheets of Paper have Set my hand and Seal this Second day of June Anno Domini 1732








HENRY HOBBS

…published and declared

…Henry Hobbs to be his last

…in the presence of us who 
…attested the Same and witnessed

…of the said Testator – the words

…[illegible, large blot]
…the word (have) being first

…2nd Sheet – the words (and,

…first interlined in the 3rd sheet

…(or, of lawfull Money) being

…in the fourth Sheet

THO. WARD
Signed

ROBERT HARDING

THO. RUST








18th September 1733




The executor above named was duly sworn before me




RICHARD FINCH Surrogate

Proved and so forth at Hitchin the eighteenth of September 1733 before the Reverend Richard Smith Clerk & Surrogate of the Worshipfull John Andrew Doctor of Law Commissioner Official & Attorney of the whole Archdeaconry of Huntingdon and so forth by the Oath of the Executor and so forth To whom was granted Administration of all and singular the goods and Chattles and so forth being ffirst sworn upon the …Evangelists and so forth Saving and so forth
