LAST WILL & TESTAMENT Thomas Hipgrave 5 July 1851 
69HW3
The Last Will and Testament of me Thomas Hipgrave of Pirton in the County of Hertford Baker and Farmer

I appoint my dear wife Abigail Hipgrave my son William Hipgrave and my nephew William Barber of Shefford Executors  of this my will and I request the said William Barber to accept the sum of Five pounds as an acknowledgment for the trouble he will have in the execution hereof.   I give and devise to my said son William Hipgrave and his assigns for his life the piece of ground and dovehouse situate at Pirton aforesaid which I purchased of the Trustees of my late brother William Hipgrave together with the cottage which I have since erected thereon  And also the allotment or plot of land in Hambridge Field in Pirton purchased by one of the Trustees of Phebe …Jeeves deceased  And immediately after the decease of my said son William I devise the same to my grandson Thomas Hipgrave son of my said son William his heirs and assigns subject nevertheless to and I do hereby charge the same estate with the payment of an Annuity of Ten pounds a year to my said wife Abigail Hipgrave during her life if she shall so long continue my widow  I devise to my son James Hipgrave and his assigns for his life the messuage and orchard in Pirton purchased by me of Joseph King and the land in Pirton purchased by my late father John Hipgrave deceased and  after his decease I devise the same estates to Mary Ann the wife of my said son James Hipgrave and to her assigns for her life if she shall continue my son’s widow and from and after her decease or second marriage which shall first happen I devise the same to the eldest son of my said son James who may be then living but if there shall not be any son of my said son James then living I devise the same to the said Thomas Hipgrave the youngest son of my said son William Hipgrave his heirs and assigns subject nevertheless to and I do hereby  charge the last mentioned estate with the payment of an Annuity of Twenty five pounds to my said wife during her life if she shall continue my widow and I direct that the said several annuities of Ten pounds and Twenty five pounds shall be paid half yearly on the twenty fifth day of March and the twenty ninth day of September in every year the first of the said payments to be made on such of the said days as shall happen next after my decease  and I give to my said wife power to recover the same in case any part thereof shall ever be in arrears by the space of one Calendar month by distraining and selling such things and in such manner as a Landlord may lawfully do for rent in arrear   I bequeath to my said wife the furniture and other household effects which may be in the house which I may occupy at the time of my decease and the sum of one hundred pounds for her immediate use  I direct my said Executors as soon as conveniently may be after my decease to convert into money all such other parts of my personal estate as shall not consist of money and to call in and collect all sums that may be due and owing to me but with liberty nevertheless to allow any reasonable time for payment so as not to distress any person owing the same  And also to adjust settle compromise or compound all accounts that may be depending between one & any other person  And after payment of my just debts Funeral and Testamentary Expenses I direct my said Executors to lay out and invest the residue of my personal estate in their his or her named or name at interest upon Government or Real Securities and from time to time at their his or her discretion to alter vary and transpose such Securities and to pay the interest dividends and annual proceeds thereof to my said wife during her life and widowhood  And at her decease or second marriage to pay and divide the Principal Trust monies unto and equally between my said two sons William and James   I declare that it shall be lawful for my said Executors to deduct and retain and each to pay to the other all such costs charges and expences as they he or she shall sustain or be put to in the execution of this my will or the Trusts thereof  And that one of them shall not be answerable or accountable for the other of them or for the acts receipts neglect or defaults of the other of them and that neither of them shall be responsible for any more money than shall actually come to his or her hands nor for any loss which may happen by placing the said Trust money or any part thereof in any Bank or Bankers hands for safe custody or otherwise without his or her neglect or wilful default   In witness whereof  I have to each sheet of this my last Will and Testament  contained in three sheets of paper set my hand this fifth day of July one thousand eight hundred and fifty one.








Thomas Hipgrave

signed published and declared by the said

Thomas Hipgrave the Testator as his last

Will and Testament in the presence of us both

…it at the same time who in his presence

…his request and in the presence of each other

…ribe the same as witnesses

Thos Widdows
Hitchin

Jas King

Pirton





Hitchin 28 Oct 1851

Abigail Hipgrave Wife William Hipgrave and William Barber the Executors within named were sworn as usual duly to execute the within wish that the Testator died on or about the fifth day of August 1851  And that the effects of the deceased are under the value of Three hundred pounds before me








H Wiles
Surrogate
