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The mark of Mary Ansell

IN THE NAME OF GOD AMEN I Mary Ansell of Pirton in the County of Hertford Spinster being in good Health of Body and of Sound & perfect Mind & Memory praise be therefore given to Almighty God do make & Ordaine this my present Last Will & Testament in manner and form following (that is to say) first & principally I commend my Soul into the hands of Almighty God hoping through the merrits.Death & passion of my Saviour Jesus Xst to have full & free pardon & forgiveness of all my Sines & to inherit everlasting life  And my Body I commit to the Earth to be decently buried at the discretion of my Executor hereinafter named & as touching the disposition of all such temporall estate as it hath pleased Almighty God to bestow upon me  I give & dispose thereo as  followeth   Imprimis I have made or do shortly intend to make sevorall surrendeer  [belonging to the sevorall mannors of Pirton Doddingsells, Pirton Rectory with…..Iccleford, Pirton, Westburry & Temple Dynsley] to the use of this my will, Item I do hereby give & devise unto my nephew Henry Whitbread of Shillington in the County of Bedford Labourer all that half acre [more or less] of freehold arable land w(i)th the app(urtenance)s……lying in the fields & Parish of Pirton abovesaid in a Shott there called or known by the name of Long Boel w(hi)ch was purchased by my father Robert Ansell of one William Samm in the sixteenth year of the reign of King Charles the Second to have & to hold the s(ai)d half acre of land w(i)th the app(urtenance)s unto the said Henry Whitbread my nephew & to his heirs  & assigns for ever     Item I do give and devise more unto the said Henry Whitbread my nephew all those two acres and three roods [more or less] of Coppyhold arable land w(i)th the app(urtenance)s thereof lying dispersedly in the common fields & parish of Pirton afores(ai)d & hereafter particularly mention [that is to say] One Acre [more or less] lying on Greenloe hill in Hambridge field being affore shooter one rood more or less lying in the same Field in a Shott called Shittbreach the land of William Deans Esq lying on one side thereof half an acre more thereof lying in the Dane field in a Shott shooting up to High Down Gate having a land of Joseph Farmer lying on one side thereof one acre more residue thereof lying in the White Field upon a place or Shott called the Malme there & shooting upon a  furlong called Bean furlong the land of Thomas Roberts lying on one side thereof w(hi]ch said lands & primises are holden of the Mannor of Pirton Doddingsells by coppy of  Court Roll   To have & to hold the said two acres & three roods of land & primises w(i)th every of their app(urtenances) thereo unto the s(ai)d Henry Whitbread my nephew & to his heirs & assignes for ever and in case the s(ai)d Henry Whitbread my nephew & his heirs shall not peaceably hold & enjoy the afores(ai)d Coppy hold lands & primisses w(it)h the app(urtenances) then my Will & Mind  is & I do hereby give and devise all my moiety or half part of seven acres & one rood …. of arable land & primisses w(i)th the app(urtenances) thereof that are holden of the said  Mannor of Pirton Doddingsells of w(hi)ch I was admitted to w(i)th my sister Sarah Whitbread the wife of John Whitbread of Shitlingtn in the County of Bedford [together w(i)th the said John Whitbread] to have & to hold the same primisses unto the s(ai)d Henry Whitbread my nephew & to his heirs & assignes for ever   Item I do give & devise unto my nephew James Mann eldest son of William Mann late of Pirton afores(ai)d all my household goods of what nature or kind so ever   Item I do hereby give & devise unto my nephew Francis Whitbread of Shillington afores(ai)d Farmer all other my customary or copyhold lands tenements & heriditaments w(hi)ch I have or am possessed of w(it)h in the County of Hertford afores(ai)d  & w(hi)ch are held of the severall mannors of Pirton, Pirton Rectory w(i)th Iccleford, Westbery & Temple Dynsley w(i)th their & every of their rights Members Appendants & app(urtenance)s thereof  To have & to hold these same lands & primisses w(i)th the app(urtenance)s thereof unto the said Ffrancis Whitbread my nephew & to his heirs and assignes for ever Upon this Condition notw(i)thstanding that he the s(ai)d Ffrancis Whitbread my nephew his heirs or assignes or sons and of  them do & shall out of my said lands & primisses so given unto him as aforesaid will freely pay or cause to be p(ai)d the severall legacies hereafter mentioned to the several persons and in such manner as hereafter is expressed [that is to say] I give & devise unto my nephew John Whitbread of                                        in the County of Essex the sum of Twenty pounds of lawfull money of Great Britain to be p(ai)d unto him w(i)thin twelve months next after my decease,   It(em) I do hereby give & devise unto my nephew Henry Whitbread the sum of ten pounds of like Lawful Money to be p(ai)d to him w(i)thin twelve months next after my decease – It. I do hereby give & devise unto my nephew James Mann the sum of One pound One shilling & sixpence of like lawfull Money to be paid to him w(i)thin six months next after my decease   Item I do hereby give & devise unto my nephew John Mann son of my said late  Brother William Mann the sum of Ten Pounds of like Lawfull Money to be p(ai)d to him w(i)thin twelve months next after my decease   It. I do give & devise unto John the son of Christopher Crouch of Pirton the sum of Five pounds of like lawful Money to be p(ai)d to him when he shall have attained to the age of ffifteen years   It. I do hereby give & devise unto my two neices Sarah the wife of James Low of Barton in the Clay in the County of Bedford & Mary the wife of the before mentioned Christopher Crouch of Pirton afores(ai)d Cordwainer the sum of Twenty Pounds apiese of like Lawfull Money to be p(ai)d to each of them w(i)thin one year next after my decease But in case the said Ffrancis Whitbread my nephew his heirs or assignes or any of them shall refuse or neglect to pay unto the said John Whitbread, Henry Whitbread, James Mann, John Mann, John Crouch, Sarah Low & Mary Crouch their said several legacies in manner as before in this my last Will is sett forth that then & in such a case my will & that meaning is that all & every of them that shall not be paid or otherwise satisfied their said several legacies before given unto every of them in such manner as is before in this my last will contained – according to the true intent & meaning of this my last Will & Testam(en)t & in case of failure of all or any of the aforesaid payments & performances as aforesaid my Will & true meaning is that it shall & may be lawfull to & for the s(ai)d John Whitbread, Henry Whitbread, James Mann, John Mann, John Crouch, Sarah Low & Mary Crouch their exec(uto)rs, Adm(inistrato)rs or assignes all every or any of them that shall not be p(ai)d or otherwise satisfied their Legacies so given unto them as afores(ai)d to enter into & upon all or any part of the lands so given unto the said Ffrancis Whitbread my nephew and the same to have hold & enjoy until they every or any of them shall be p(ai)d or otherwise satisfied their several legacies so given unto every one of them as aforesaid according to the true intent and meaning of this my last Will & Testament Together w(i)th their every or any of their costs charges or expenses that they every or any of them shall  expend & lay out about the same And I do hereby devise & bequeath the same accordingly  Item all the rest & residue of my personall estate goods & chattels whatsoever [my debts being p(ai)d & my ffuneral expenses discharged] I do give & bequeath unto my nephew Francis Whitbread whom I do hereby nominate & appoint full & sole executor of this my last Will and Testam(en)t.   And I do hereby revoke disannull & make void all former Wills by me made and declared In witness whereof I the said Mary Ansell to this my last Will & Testam(en)t being contained in three sheets of paper do sett my hand to the top & last sheet thereof and sett my Seal this twenty eight day of April In the first year of the reign of our sovereign Lord George by the Grace of God of Great Britain Ffrance & Ireland King – Deffender of the ffaith etc Anno Dom(ini) 1715
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