LAST WILL & TESTAMENT     William Hanscombe

1771
63hw78
The last Will and Testament of me William Hanscombe the Elder of Pirton Grange in the County of Hertford Gentleman as followeth (that is to say)

WHEREAS I have surrendred all my copyhold Estates of whatsoever Manors the same are holden to the use of my Will  NOW I do hereby give and bequeath unto my Loving Wife Mary Hanscombe and to my Kinsman Thomas Wells of Shefford in the parish of Campton in the County of Bedford Wool-Comber the sum of Four Hundred pounds of Lawfull Money of Great Britain  Upon the Trust and to and for the several uses Interests and purposes hereinafter mentioned and declared of and concerning the same   ALSO I do hereby give devise and bequeath unto my severall younger children hereinafter named to wit, Mary Hanscombe, Catharine Hanscombe, Penelope Hanscombe, William Hanscombe, Hugh Hanscombe, Ann Hanscombe, John Hanscombe and Mathew Hanscombe and to all such other child or children as may happen to be born after the making of this my Will or my Wife may be enscient with at the time of my decease the sum of Three Thousand and Six hundred pounds of Lawfull Money of Great Britain to be paid unto and equally divided amongst them share and share alike, as they shall attain their respective ages of one and twenty years.   Nevertheless the shares of my daughters in the said moneys may be paid on the days of their respective marriages with the consent of their said Mother (if that shall first happen)  And I do hereby charge all and every my ffreehold and copyhold messuages cottages lands tenements and hereditaments with their and every of their appurtenances situate lying and being in the Countys of Hertford and Bedford or either of them or elsewhere in the Kingdom of England  And also all my personal estate with the payment as well of the said sum of ffour hundred pounds as out of the said sum of Three Thousand and six hundred pounds, And also with the payment of Interest for the said respective sums of money after the rate of ffive pounds by the Hundred by the year from the time of my decease until the same shall be out payable or be actually paid, unless my Eldest son, or my son actually possessed of my real estate for the time being shall choose to maintain, cloathe and educate, in a suitable manner to their birth all my said children to whom I have given the said sum of Three Thousand and six hundred pounds during their respective minoritys, In which case he may retain the Interest of that money for those purposes  AND if any of my said children to whom I have left the said sum of Three Thousand and six hundred pounds shall happen to dye unmarried and under the age of one and twenty years without having issue Then and in such case I give the share and interest in the said moneys of him her or them so dying, unto the survivors and survivor of them share and share alike, And if there shall be but one survivor, Then I give the whole thereof  to him or her, PROVIDED nevertheless, and if it shall happen by the Death of  my Eldest son James Hanscombe, or other of my sons, that any of my said Younger sons, shall become possessed of my said real estates, Then my express meaning is, that such of my said Younger sons as shall become so possessed of my said real estates, shall not be entitled to any part of the said sum of Three Thousand and six hundred pounds or the interest thereof, Anything in this my will contained to the contrary thereof in any wise notwithstanding  PROVIDED further and if it shall happen that I shall advance any of my said children in my Lifetime, Then my meaning is that the Money that shall be paid for such their advancement shall be deemed as part of their share and interest in the said sum of Three Thousand and six hundred pounds   ALSO I do hereby empower the executors and Trustees of this my Will to apply any sum of money  not exceeding the sum of ffifty pounds in the apprenticing or placing forth any of my said younger children out to Business or for their advancement, And I do hereby empower them to give a Discharge for the same, as part of the share and interest of such child or children in the said sum of Three Thousand and six hundred pounds, anything in this my will contained to the contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding

 I DO hereby give devise and bequeath all and every my said ffreehold and copyhold estates with their and every of their appurtenances, And also all my goods chattels and personal estate unto my said Eldest son James Hanscombe and to his heirs executors administrators respectively  AND I do hereby declare that the said sum of ffour hundred pounds is so given to and vested in my said Wife and Thomas Wells Upon Trust that they shall and will as soon as may be after my decease lay out all the said moneys in the purchase or purchases of some ffreehold or copyhold messuages lands and hereditaments in the names of my said wife and Thomas Wells and their heirs or in the name of the survivor of them, his or her heirs and assigns, and my will is that my said wife and the said Thomas Wells and the survivor of them, him or her heirs and assigns shall stand seized of such messuages lands and hereditaments when purchased, To and upon the severall Trusts, and to and for the severall Uses interests and purposes hereinafter mentioned and declared of and concerning the same (that is to say) UPON TRUST that they my said Wife and Thomas Wells and the survivor of them his or her heirs and assigns, shall and will during the term of the natural life of my daughter Elizabeth Hanscombe pay, apply and dispose of the rents and profits of all such messuages land and hereditaments to be purchased as aforesaid to and for such uses intents and purposes and in such manner and form as she my said daughter Elizabeth shall from time to time notwithstanding any coverture or whether she shall be sole or married, by any writing or writings under her hand, attested by two or more credible witnesses direct or appoint, it being my intent that the same or any part thereof shall not be at the disposal of, or subject or liable to, the control, debts forfeitures or engagements of any husband she may happen to marry, but only at her own sole disposal, And in default of such direction or appointment Then in Trust that my said Trustees and the survivor of them, his or her heirs or assigns, shall pay such rents, issues and profits of the same messuages lands and hereditaments so to be purchased as aforesaid, into the proper hands of the said Elizabeth Hanscombe and my will is, that the receipt and receipts in writing under the hand of my said daughter Elizabeth, shall from time to time during her life be a sufficient discharge to my said Trustees for such sum and sums of money as shall be therein respectively expressed to be received, her future custom or any law useage or custom to the contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding  AND my will further is that my said wife and the said Thomas Wells and the survivor of them his or her heirs and assigns shall and may during the life of my said daughter Elizabeth make entrys and bring actions or do any other lawfull act or acts to support the Trusts hereinafter mentioned from being barred or defeated, And from and after the decease of my said daughter Elizabeth, Then my will is that my said wife and the said Thomas Wells, and the survivor of them, his or her heirs and assigns shall stand seized of the said messuages lands and hereditaments so to be purchased as aforesaid with the appurtenances In Trust to pay, apply and dispose of the rents issues and profits thereof from time to time as they shall receive the same in the maintenance cloathing and education of all and every the child and children of the body of my said daughter Elizabeth during their respective minoritys, and when and as soon as the child or children of the body of my said daughter Elizabeth shall have attained their respective ages of one and twenty year Then upon Trust that they also and Thomas Wells and my said wife and the survivor of them his or her heirs or assigns, shall at the costs and charges of such child or children of my said daughter Elizabeth, convey surrender and assure all such messuages lands and hereditaments so to be purchased as aforesaid unto such person and persons as the child or children of my said daughter Elizabeth shall under their hands and seals attested by two or more credible witnesses direct appoint, and for want of such direction or appointment In trust for all and every the child and children of the body of my said daughter Elizabeth and their heirs as tenants in common  NEVERTHELESS in case my said daughter Elizabeth shall have no issue, or in case of issue, if all such issue shall happen to depart this life under the age of one and twenty without issue and unmarried  Then or in either of the said cases I declare my will to be that my said wife and the said Thomas Wells and the survivor of them his or her heirs and assigns shall stand and be seized of the said messuages lands and hereditaments so to be purchased as aforesaid In trust for and for the benefit of all other my younger children their heirs and assigns, and in the mean time and until the said sum of ffour hundred pounds can be vested in real estates as before directed I do empower my said Trustees to invest the said moneys either on publick or private securitys as they shall think proper, and from time to time to pay, apply and dispose of the interest and dividends thereof as they shall receive the same, and also the said principal always as occasion shall require to the same uses intents and purposes as the real estates hereinbefore directed to be purchased as aforesaid and the rents thereof are hereinbefore directed to be paid, applied and disposed off  ALSO I do hereby nominate and appoint my said wife and my ffather in law Mr Thomas Smythe executors in trust of this my last Will and Testament, and also guardians of the persons and estates of all my said children during their respective minoritys  AND in case my said wife and the said Thomas Smythe shall happen to dye before my said son James Hanscombe or such other of my sons as shall be intitled to my real estates shall have attained his age of one and twenty years Then from and after the decease of my said wife and the said Thomas Smythe and the survivors of them I do as far as in me lyes nominate and appoint the said Thomas Wells executor in trust of this my last Will and Testament, and also guardian of the persons and estates of all my said children during their respective minoritys  ALSO my will first is that my said executors and trustees shall and may from time to time during the minoritys of my said children from and out of the rents of my real and personal estates and out of the rents of the estates intended to be purchased as aforesaid  reimburse & ……… all such costs charges damages and expenses as they shall necessarily sustain or be put unto in the execution or defense or decease of the trusts hereby in them exposed, and …….of my executors and trustees shall not be answerable for the other of  them nor for the acts debts receipts or payments of the other of them, neither shall any of them be accountable for any more money or other my personal estate than what shall really and actually come into their respective hands or possession, nor for any loss or losses that may happen of any part of my personal estate or the rents of my real estate, so as such loss or losses shall happen without their willfull neglect or default  AND LASTLY  I do hereby revoke all former will by me made IN WITNESS whereof I the said William Hanscombe the Testator have to every sheet of this my last will and testament (contained in five sheets of paper) sett my hand and seal the twenty third day of July in the year of our Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred and seventy one.
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