LAST WILL & TESTAMENT
ANNE HANSCOMBE
1745
62HW47
In the name of God Amen I Anne Hanscombe of Pirton Grange in the Parish of Pirton in the county of Hertford widow being of sound and perfect mind memory and understanding (thanks be to God for the same) do make and ordain this my last will and testament in manner and form following (that is to say) FIRST I resign my soul into the hands of Almighty God my maker hopeing for remission of my sins through Jesus Christ my Saviour  My body I do commit to the Earth to be buried in such decent manner as my executor hereafter named shall think proper AND as to my temporal estate I do dispose thereof  in manner and form following (that is to say) FIRST I give and bequeath unto my loving daughter Mary Hanscombe the sum of two hundred pounds of lawfull money of Great Britain to be paid to her by my son William Hanscombe out of my share and part of and in the ffarming stock which is between me and my said son within six months next after my decease (over and above her own third part share and dividend of and in the stock and other the personal estate whereof my late husband James ? Hanscombe dyed possessed amounting to four hundred and sixteen pounds or thereabouts – and my will is that my said daughter Mary shall not be charged with or accountable for her board or any mony, wearing apparel or other things which I already have expended for her or given to her or shall at any time hereafter expend for her or give to her ALSO I give and devise unto the said Mary my daughter and her assigns for and during the term of her natural life one annuity yearly the charge or sum of ten pounds of lawfull mony of Great Britain to be issuing and payable out of and charged upon all that my messuage and ffarm of lands and grounds with the appurtenances situate in the hamlet of Preston in the parish of Hitchin in the said County of Hertford or in any other parish or place thereto near or adjoining being part ffreehold and part copyhold and now in the occupation of William Dearing or his assigns (having surrendered or intending to surrender such part thereof as is copyhold to the use of my will) to be paid to my said daughter Mary and her assigns on the two most usual ffeasts or days of payment in the year (that is to say) the ffeast days of the Annunciation of the blessed Virgin Mary and Saint Michael the Archangel by even and equal portions and payments ffree and clear from and ffreely and clearly discharged acquitted and ffreed of an from all manner of taxes impositions and charges whatsoever imposed or charged or to be imposed or charged by authority of Parliament or otherwise howsoever  The first of the said payments to begin and be made on that of the said ffeasts or days of payment as shall first and next happen after my decease  the place of the said payments to be at or in Pirton Grainge aforesaid – and my will further is and I do hereby devise that in case the said annuity yearly rent charge or sum of ten pounds or any part thereof shall be behind and unpaid by the space of fforty days next after either of the said ffeasts or days of payment on which the same ought to be paid as aforesaid that then and from thenceforth and so often it shall and may be lawfull to and for my said daughter Mary and her assigns into and upon the said messuage and ffarm of lands and grounds or any part thereof with the appurtenantes so charged therewith to enter and distrain and the distress and distresses then and there found to so detain and keep and to sell and dispose thereof in the nature of a distress for rent and by and out of such distress and distresses from time to time to cease and detain all arrears of the said annuity and all costs and charges occasioned by non payment thereof  and I do hereby further devise that in case the said annuity or yearly ret of ten pounds or any part thereof shall be behind or unpaid by the space of sixty days next or after either of the said ffeasts or days of payment on which the same ought to be paid as aforesaid that then and so often it sall and may be lawfull to and for my said daughter Mary and her assigns to enter int and upon the said messuage and ffarm of lands and grounds with the appurtenances so as aforesaid charged therewith and the same to have hold and enjoy and thereunto issues and profits thereof to receive an take until the said annuity of ten pounds and all arrears thereof and all costs and charges touching or concerning the same or the …..thereof to be fully satisfied and paid  ALSO I give and bequeath unto my grandson James Lacy the younges of the two sons of  Mr Mathew Lacy and Anne his wife both deceased the sum of One hundred pounds of like lawfull mony to be paid out of my personal estate to be by my executor hereafter named either paid to my said grandson at the age of twenty one years or from time to time paid to and laid out and applied in the maintenance and education of my said grandson or otherwise for his benefit and advantage as my executor in his discretion shall think most proper  And my will I that my said grandson have interest for the said one hundred pounds after the rate of five pounds by the hundred by the year until the same shall be all expended for his life or paid to him the said interest to be paid to my said grandson or for his ……….becomes due by my executors  ALSO I  give to my grandson Mathew Lacy the eldest of the two sons of the said Mathew Lacy and Anne his wife deceased Ten pounds for mourning  AND my will is that the receipt and receipts in writing of my said grandsons for their said legacys or any part thereof in writing under their hands attested by one credible witness and also the receipt and receipts of my said grandson James Lacy for the interest of his said legacy of one hundred pounds or part thereof under his hand attested as aforesaid shall be a discharge and discharges sufficient to him her or them to whom the same shall be given for so much thereof as shall be therein expressed to be received their nonages or any law or custom to the contrary not withstanding  ALSO I give and bequeath to my said daughter Mary my gold chain and my wearing apparel of all sorts ALL the rest and residue of my ready mony securitys for mony ffarming stock goods chattels and personal estate whatsoever and wheresoever (my debts the legacys hereby given and my funeral expenses being first paid and discharged) I give and bequeath unto my said son William Hanscombe whom I constitute and appoint sole executor of this my last will and testament hereby revoking and making void all former and other wills by me heretofore made   IN WITNESS whereof I the said Anne Hanscombe have …………..of this my last will ane testament contained in three sheets of paper set my hand and seal the……day of June in the nineteenth year of our Sovereign Lord George the second by the grace of God of Great Britain France and Ireland King Defender of the faith and so forth and in the year of our Lord One thousand seven hundred and forty five.
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SIGNED sealed published and declared by the said

Anne Hanscombe to be her last will and testament in

the presence of us who have subscribed and attested the
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William Hanscombe the executor above 







Named was duly sworn before me







MARK HILDESLEY
  surr.

Proved etc 30th January 1749 before the Revd

Mark Hildesley Clerk master of surrogate of the worshipfull ………Timothy New Doctor in Divinity archdeacon of the archdeaconry of Huntingdon by the oath of the executor to whom was granted administration & being first sworn etc…..

