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In the name of God Amen I John Hammond of Pirton in the County of Hertford yeoman being ill of body but of perfect memory Blessed bee God for the same herefore doe make this my last will and testament as followeth  First I commend my soule into the hands of Allmighty God my maker hoping by the sole merritts of Jesus Christ my only Saviour and redeemer to have all my sinnes remitted and bee made holder of Eternal Life for my body I committ to the earth whereof it was made to be buried in such seemly sorte as my executor hereafter named shall think fitt for that world after which it hath blessed God to bless me withall I dispose thereof as followeth   Imprimis I give and devise unto Thomas Hammond my loving Brother and to his heires and assignes forever all that my Messuage or tenements with the appurtenances scituate and beinge in Pirton aforesaid now in the occupacon of Johanna Tarryer widowe and Thomas Wilshire or of their assignes and also all that my Close of pasture ground with the appurtenances in Pirton aforesaid belonging to the Messuage aforesaid or therewith now or lately used occupyed or einoyedconteyning by estimacon three roods more or lesse now also in the occupacon of the said Johanna tarryer and Thomas Wilshire which said Messuage or tenement and premisses aforesaid with the appurtenances are holden of the Mannor of Rameridge in the County of Hertford aforesaid by Coppy of Court roll and did lately descend and come unto me from and after the death of Michael Hammond my Brother deceased   Item I give and devise more unto the said Thomas Hamond my Brother and to his heires and assignes for ever all and every my Coppyhold and customary Lands tenements and hereditaments with the appurtenances scituate and beinge in Pirton aforesaid holden of the Mannor of Pirton in the County of Hertfords aforesaid by Coppy of Courte Roll and which did lately descend and come unto me from and after the death of the said Michaell Hamond  deceased of which premisses I have lately 
made severall surrenders thereof to the use of my will   Item I give and devise more 
unto the said Thomas Hamond my Brother and to his heires and assignes for ever all that my peece of ffreehold ground with the appurtenances conteyninge by estimacon one rood more or lesse lying in across at Northend in Pirton aforesaid which was lately purchased by the said Michaell Hamond my Brother in the life of one John Sheppard   Item I give and devise more unto the said Thomas Hamond my Brother and to his heires and assignes for ever All those my six acres more or lesse of ffreehold arrable land with the appurtenances lyinge dispursedly in the Common fields of Pirton aforesaid hereafter in cheife -: particularly mencioned and expressed   That is to say one halfe acre thereof lying in a field called the Windmill field in Harthill furlong the land of Mr Deane lying on the East and my owne land lying on the West one halfe and more thereof lying in the same furlong the land of Mr Deane lying on both sides thereof one halfe and more thereof lying in the same field in a furlong or shott called Woolands the Land of Mr Deane lying on the South and the Land of Thomas Ffarmer lying on the North and halfe and more thereof lying in the same furlong or shott the land of Mr Deane lying on the South and the land of John Ffarmer lying on the North two halfe acres more thereof lying in Long Boell in Northmeade field the Land more or lesse of Mr Docwra lying betweene them one halfe and more thereof lying in Charmewell in Dane field comonly called Childs halfe acre one halfe acre more thereof lying in Small Brook Shott in Northmeade field being the first Lands that butts against the hedge and two acres more residue thereof lying in Hambridge Clay feilde in a shott comonly called Culverwell the land now or late of Michaell Sam lying betweene them   Item I give and devise more unto the saide Thomas Hamond my Brother Johanne Hamond my sister John Hanscombe my nephew and George Deverux my nephew and to their heires and assignes for ever equally to bee devided betweene them  All that my Close of pasture ground with the appurtenances 
scituate and being in Pirton aforesaid conteyning by estimacon three acres more or less comonly called by the name of Three Housing Close  And also all that Pightell of 
pasture ground with the appurtenances in Pirton aforesaid conteyning by estmacon five roods more or less comonly called by the name of Saimagenhills lying next Hallend layes and abutting upon North Meade and alsoe all that Pightell of pasture ground with the appurtenances in Pirton aforesaid lying on the Eastside of the Parsonage howse conteyninge by estimacon one halfe and more or lesse comonly called by the name of  Swathes  And alsoe All that Pightell of pasture ground with the appurtenances in Pirton aforesaid lying behind or neere the howse and ground  late of Robert Sam and now of Mr Ansell conteyning by estimacon one rood more or lesse   And alsoe all that Cottage or tenement with the appurtenances scituate and beinge in Pirton aforesaid late in the occupacon of Willm Keynes and nowe in the occupacon of Robert D--ie(?)  And alsoe all those my sixteene acres and three roods more or lesse of ffreehold arrable Land with the appurtenances lying dispursedly in the Comon fields of Pirton aforesaid which are particularly butted and bounded together with nineteene acres and one rood more in a Terrar menconing thirty six acres of pasture and arrable land lying in shitlington in the County of Bedfordshire and Pirton aforesaid to which Terrar I the said John J Hamond and Johanne my late mother deceased have subscribed our names the nineteenth day of Aprill Anno domini 1673 in the presence of Ralph Skynner gent and Thomas Thurgood provided allways and upon Condicon not withstanding that if Anne my Daughter and James Hanscombe my Sonne in Law or their heires doe and shall well and truly pay or cause to be paied unto the said Thomas Hamond my Brother the full summe of ffifty pounds of current English money within six moneths next after my decease  And alsoe doe and shall well and truly pay or cause to bee paied unto the said Johanne Hamond my sister the full summe 
of ffifty pounds of currant English money within six moneths next after my decease  And alsoe doe and shall well and truly pay or cause to bee paied unto the said John Hanscombe my Nephew the full sum of ffifty pounds of currant English money 
within Six moneths next after my decease  And alsoe doe and shall well and truly pay or cause to bee paied unto the said Thomas Hamond my Brother and Willm Hanscombe my Brother in Law the full summe of ffifty pounds of currant English money within six moneths next after my decease for the use and benefitt of the said George Deverux my nephew, the said last ffifty pounds my will which shalbee by them the said Thomas and Willm disposed of for the best advantage they can untill the said George shall atteyne to the age of one and twenty yeares and then to bee paied to the said George by the said Thomas Hamond my Brother and Willm Hanscombe together with the improvement that shalbee made of the same when the said George shall atteyne his said age of one and twenty yeares  And alsoe  doe and shall well and truly pay or cause to bee paide all such summe and summes of money which shalbee due and owing by in & at the time of my decease upon any Goods Bill or other debt or Contract whatsoever that then my will and meaninge is that the Devise and bequest to the said Thomas my Brother Johanne my sister John my Nephew and George my Nephew of and in the Close Pightells of pasture Cottage and sixteen acres and three roods of Land last menconed shall cease determine and bee void and of none effect  And then I give and devise the same Close Pightells of pasture Cottage or tenements and sixteene acres & also three roods of arrable Land last menconed unto the said Anne my Daughter James Hanscombe my Sonne in Law and to their heires and assignes forever   Item my will and mind further is that the accquittance or accquittances of any Legatees although they bee with the age of Seaven teene yeares shalbee a full discharge to my executrix hereafter named  Item 
whereas the said Johanne Hamond my sister hath lived with me for all yeares and hath been verye serviceable to me in severall respects Nowe I doe give and remitt to the said Johanne my Sister all her board lodging and washing as which shee hath had ever since shee lived with me   Item I give to the poore people of Pirton aforesaid the 

summe of three pounds of currant English money to bee distributed amongst them at the discresion of the said James Hanscombe my Sonne in Law together the Churchwarden and overseeres of the poore of Pirton aforesaid within one weeke next after my decease   Item I give and devise unto Ellenor my loveing wife the summe of foure pounds  And alsoe my howsehold goods as bedds bedding brasse pewter Linnen plate and all other materialls of howsehold stuff nowe remayning in and about the howse wherein I doe nowe dwell   Item I give and devise unto my Cosen Anne Bell to my Brother in Law Willm Hanscombe and to Anne his wife my Sister the summe of twenty shillings apeece to buy each of them a gold ring to ware in remembrance of me   Item all the rest of my goods and Chattells unbequeathed my Debts Legacyes and funerall expenses first paied and discharged I give and devise unto the said Anne my daughter whom I doe make constitute ordeigne and appoint sole executrix of this my last will and testament revoaking all former wills heretofore by me made In Wittness whereof I the said John Hamond have hereunto sett my hand and Seale to this my will contayned in fower shet of paper this Sixt Day of August Anno Domini 1696 and in the eight yeare of the Reigne of our Sovereigne Lord willm the third by the grace of God King of England Scottland Ffrance and Ireland Defender of the faith etc.
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