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The 5th Day of October 1776
On which Day appeared personally Joseph Halstead of Hitchin in the County of Herts a Gentleman and Sarah Hudson the Wife of Thomas Hudson of Pirton in the same County Labourer and being both sworn upon the holy Evangelist to depose the Truth severally made oath as follows and first the said Joseph Halstead maketh oath that he knew John Furrian late of Pirton in the said County of Hertford Farmer deceased for some years before and to the time of his Death which happened on the twenty fifth Day of September last as this deponent hath been informed and verily believes and that this deponant on the same twenty fifty day of September by the Order of Mr Richard Tristram of Hitchin went over to the said deceaseds Dwelling House at Pirton aforesaid and on the Same Day by the deceaseds direction and from his Mouth and dictating in his presence did write down the Testamentary Schedule hereto beginning at the Word.  ‘Instructions’ – and ending at the Words ‘joint Executors’ – in the same Manner it now appears And that at the same time hear his deponent read the same or the whole Substance thereof over audible and distinctly to the said deceased  And the said deceased did then declare his approbation thereof and desire of might be drawn into form in order for his the said deceased executing the same  And this Deponent further saithe that the Names Joseph Halstead – subscribed to the said testamentary Schedule as a Witness is of the proper Hand Writing of this Deponent And the said Sarah Hudson for her self make the oath that she likewise knew the said John Furrian for many years before and to the time of his Death which happened on the twenty fifty Day of September last and that this Deponent was likewise present on the same day and did hear the said deceased dictate and give the Directions to the said Joseph Halstead for writing down the said testamentary hereunto annexed in                        

the same it now appears and was  present and the said Joseph Halstead read the same over and distinctly to the said deceased and the said in  her this Deponents Presence did then declare approbation thereof and desired it might be drawn in order for this the deceased executing the same to that effect And this Deponent further saith marke or cross set as a subscribing witness to the Testamentary Schedule as the Making of this Deponent these Deponents Joseph Halstead and Sarah Hudson verbally say that at and during all and singular * now by them deposed he the said deceased to them to be and they both verily believe was  * and disposing Mind Memory and understanding capable of giving Instruction or Directions for making Will and Testament or of doing any other serious * act of that or the like Nature requiring * Judgment or Reflection 

* Day of October 1776





Joseph Halstead

Joseph Halstead and Sarah  Hudson                                                     The Mark of X

duly sworn to the Truth

     before me Richard Finch     


                            Sarah Hudson
Probate 5th October 1776
