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The last Will and Testament of me Francis Crouch of Pirton County of Hertford 

Cordwainer as follows (that is to say)

First I give and devise to my Daughter Elizabeth the wife of Thomas Holland All that my freehold and copyhold Messuage Cottage or tenement with the lands grounds hereditaments and appurtenances in Pirton aforesaid now in my own occupation which I lately held of my late brother John Crouch decease and were by him amongst other land devised to me to hold to my said daughter Elizabeth Holland her heirs and assigns forever And whereas I have no opportunity to procure myself admitted to the Copyhold parts of the same premisses to enable me to  surrender the same to the use of my Will   I do hereby desire my son John Crouch (at the cost and charges of my said daughter) to cause himself to be admitted thereto as my heir at law at the first Court or Courts to be holden for the Manor or Manors whereof the same premisses are holden next after my decease and immediately afterwards surrender the same to the use of my said daughter Elizabeth Holland and her heirs in such sort that she may be admitted thereto and enjoy the same without the protestation of him the said John Crouch or any claiming under him and in case he the said John Crouch shall refuse so to do then I do hereby give and bequeath to my said daughter Elizabeth Holland the sum of Fifty pounds of lawfull money of Great Britain to be paid her by my said son John Crouch within Twelve months next after my decease out of my personal Estate hereinafter bequeathed to him over and above what I have hereinafter give to her I also give and bequeath to my said daughter Elizabeth Holland all the crop of corn and grain which at the time of my death shall be growing on any part of the said land and all the grass and hay growing and standing thereon   I also give and bequeath to my said daughter Elizabeth Holland her executors administrators and assigns forever all that my leasehold cottage or tenement in Pirton aforesaid now in the several occupations of Edward Button and the widow Barber together with all the outhouses and appurtenances thereunto belonging  I also give and bequeath to my said daughter Elizabeth Crouch the sum of seventy pounds of lawfull money of Great Britain to be paid her within twelve months next after my decease by my executor hereinafter named out of my personal Estate   I also give and bequeath to the said Elizabeth Holland my daughter the best pair of sheets and three other sheets, my best pillow bier that table cloth which was her late Mother’s One large silver spoon and one small one and her late mother’s wedding ring to be delivered unto her within one month next after my decease by my executor herein afternamed   Also I give and devise to my daughter Frances the wife of Francis Brown all that messuage or tenement with all the outhouses hereditaments and appurtenances thereto belonging situate at Hitchin in this said county of Hertford which I lately purchased of Edward Pryor and now in the said Edward Pryors occupation to hold to my said daughter Frances Brown her heirs and assigns for ever  I also give and bequeath to the said Frances my daughter all the rent that may be due to me for the said messuage and premisses at the time of my decease   I also give and bequeath to the said Frances Brown the sum of fifty pounds of lawfull money of Great Britain to be paid her within twelve months next after my decease by my said executor out of my personal Estate   I also give and bequeath to my said daughter Frances Brown three pair of sheets one other of my tablecloths one other of my pillow biers my other payr there from and one small one and my other gold ring and my will and desire is that all my napkins be equally divided among all my three children as they shall agree  Also I give and bequeath unto my said two daughters Elizabeth Holland and Frances Brown all the rest of my household goods of all kinds which I had before the death of my said late brother John Crouch to be equally divided between them share and share alike   Also I give and bequeath to my brother James Crouch twenty shillings of lawfull money of Great Britain to be paid him within twelve months next after my decease by my said Executor   And all the rest and residue of my real estate both freehold and copy hold whatsoever and wheresoever my will and desire is shall descend to my son John Crouch as my heir at law  And also all the rest and residue of my ready money securities for monies, book-debts and other debts to me using stock in trade of all sorts household goods and the goods chattels and personal estate whatsoever and wheresoever not hereinbefore by me otherwise disposed of I give and bequeath to my said son John Crouch he thereout paying all my just debts legacies and funeral and incident charges  and I do hereby make ordain constitute and appoint my said son John Crouch sole Crouch sole executor of this my last will and testament hereby revoking all former wills by me made  In witness whereof I the said Francis Crouch have to this my last will and testament set my hand and seal of each of the sheets it being contained in two sheets of paper this twenty second day of December in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and sixty six
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