LAST WILL & TESTAMENT
John Farmer the Elder 1725
 42HW20
In the name of God Amen I John Farmer the Elder of Pirton in the County of Hertford Yeoman do make and ordain this my last will and testament in manner and form following (that is to say) IMPRIMIS I give and devise unto my son Thomas Ffarmer all that my house or homestall scituate in Pirton aforesaid in the occupation of my son John Ffarmer and also all that piece of ffreehold ground with the appurtenances lying and being betweene the said homestall and the cottage or tenement and backside of John Shepherd there and also all that piece or close of pasture ground call or known by the name of Pidgeons Close lying next a land called Cottmore land in Pirton aforesaid And also all those ffifteen acres of arrable land by estimacon etc the same more or less lying in Hambridge ffield in Pirton aforesaid and hereafter particularly mentioned (that is to say) half an acre thereof lying in Clay Mill way the land of William Turner lying towards the west and thereof half an acre more lying in the same furlong the land late of John Collison lying towards the west part thereof half an acre more lying in the same ffurlong the land of Sir William Sanderson lying toward the west part thereof Half and acre more lying in the same furlong the land late of John Beal lying towards the west part thereof One acre more lying in the same ffurlong the land late of Thomas Roberts lying on both sides thereof  One acre more lying in Idles Mare the land of James Hanscombe Gent lying towards the north part thereof One piece more containing two acres more or less lying beyond Bury Mead part of it being enclosed the land late of the said Thomas Roberts lying towards the east part thereof one acre more lying in Elstoe Ditch the land of Sir William Sanderson lying towards the west part thereof  Half an acre more abutting upon Dunstable Bye way there the land of the said Sir William Sanderson lying towards the east part thereof  Half an acre more lying in Malden that the land of Oliver Ffarmer lying towards the east part thereof  One rood more lying in the same ffurlong being a headland  Half an acre more lying in Hollylands being a Headland to Malden Shott  Two roods more lying at or in Shipbreach pound the land late of the aforesaid Thomas Roberts lying on both sides thereof  Half an acre more lying in Mad furlong next a land of Edward Lacy Gent.   Half an acre more lying in the same ffurlong the land late of the aforesaid Thomas Roberts lying towards the north part thereof  One acre more lying in Rye ffurlong the land of the said James Hanscombe Gent. lying towards the north part thereof  Half an acre more lying in Low furlong the land of the said James Hanscombe Gent. lying towards the west part thereof  Half an acre more lying in Culverwell the land late of the aforesaid Thomas Roberts lying towards the west part thereof  Half an acre more lying in the same shott the land late of Thomas Hinds lying on both sides thereof  Half an acre more lying in the same ffurlong the land of the aforesaid Edward Lacy Gent lying towards the east part thereof  One rood more lying in the same ffurlong the land of Ffrancis Primet lying towards the west part thereof  Half an acre more lying in the same ffurlong the land of the said Thomas Ansell Esquire lying towards the west part thereof  Half an acre more lying in the same ffurlong the land of the said Thomas Ansell Esquire lying towards the west part thereof  Half an acre more lying in the same ffurlong the land of Valentine Arnall lying towards the east part Half an acre more lying in Low furlong the land of Morgan Morgan Gent. lying towards the east part thereof  Half an acre more lying in Shipbrock the land late of Thomas Docwra Esquire lying towards the north part thereof  One rood more lying in Red Millway the land of the aforesaid Thomas Roberts lying towards the east part thereof  And also all that eleven acres by estimacon of arrable land lying & being in a ffield called or known by the name of the White Field in Pirton aforesaid and hereafter particularly mentioned (that is to say) One piece containing ffour acres and half more or less lying betweene the land of the aforesaid William Sanderson the aforesaid Thomas Ansell Esquire and the aforesaid Edward Lacy Gent.  One acre more lying in Mad furlong the land of the aforesaid Ffrancis Primet lying towards the east part thereof  Half an acre more lying in Orton Bottom the land of the aforesaid Thomas ansell Esquire lying towards the south part thereof  Three acres more lying upon the Malm there the land of the said Sir William Sanderson lying towards the east part thereof  Two acres more lying upon the Malm there the land of the said Thomas Ansell Esquire lying towards the west part thereof  And also all those seven acres by estimacon lying in a field called or known by the name of the Windmillffield ffield in Pirton aforesaid and hereafter particularly mentioned that is to say half an acre abutting upon Beggars bush way the land of Richard Campkin lying towards the east part thereof  Two acres more lying together in the same furlong the land of James Hanscombe aforesaid lying on one side thereof   One acre more lying in the same ffurlong the land of John Ffurrian lying towards the west part thereof  Half an acre more lying in Hart Hill Mr Edward Lacy South  Half an acre lying in Broad Stoney lands betweene the lands of Ralph Fordham and William Turner  Half an acre more lying in Whitt Marsh Shott Edward Lacy Gent. South Half an acre more lying cross Beggars Bush way late Wendham Palmer  East Half an acre more lying in Jeffries pitt being a headland  Half an acre more lying in Long Yard  James Hanscombe Gent.  South Half an acre more lying in Moor furlong late John Collison  West, And also all those ffifteene acres and three roods more or less of arrable land lying in North Mead ffield and Dane ffield in Pirton  particularly mentioned that is to say One acre and half lying at or in Coopers the land of the aforesaid James Hanscombe Gent. lying betweene them  Two Roods abutting upon Hazleway Shott  Two roods of the aforesaid Thomas Ansell Esquire lying betweene them  Half an acre lying in Long Stoneylands next aforesheetor of  James Hanscombe Gent.  Three roods more lying in Short Boell one being a headland and the land late of John Collison lying towards the north part of the other two roods  Half an acre more being a headland to Short Boell  Half an acre more lying in Small Brook John Ffurrian  West Half an acre more lying beyond Bullplatt  Richard Campkin  South  Half an acre more lying on this side Bull Platt  Sir William Sanderson  North one acre more lying on Pryors Hill  Morgan Morgan Gent  South one acre more lying in Pryors Hill and the Grove Shott being a thoughout acre the ffoot path in Pryors Hill lying North thereof  Half an acre more lying in Pryors Hill aforesaid betweene the lands of James Hanscombe Gent.  Half an acre more there Richard Campkin  South One acre more lying in Long Dane William Shepherd  West One acre more there  Richard Campkin  West one acre more lying in Green Ditch hetweene the lands of Thomas Ansell Esquire  Half an acre more abutting upon Bean ffurlong the land late of David Sex lying west thereof  Half an acre more lying in the same Shott the land of William Shepherd lying within one land of the west part thereof  One acre more lying in Dog Hole the land of the aforesaid Thomas Ansell Equire lying on one side thereof and the land of Sir William Sanderson on the other one piece more there containing one acre and half lying betweene the lands of Sir william Sanderson and Thomas Ansell Esquire together with all out houses eddiffices buildings barns stables orchards yards gardens hedges ditches trees ffences commons ways waters easements proffits commodities and appurtenances to the said house and homestall sward ground lands and premisses belonging or in any wise appertaining to hold the said house and homestall lands and premisses with the appurtenances unto the said Thomas Ffarmer my son and for his heirs and assignes forever of such part of the premisses before mentioned as are coppyhold  I have made surrender to the use of this my will   ITEM I give and devise unto my son John Ffarmer all the money due to me upon a mortgage of the lands and premisses of John Fflint gent. late of the parish of Shillington in the county of Bedford Yeoman  ITEM whereas I heretofore gave Bonds to secure the payment of ten pounds per annum unto Elizabeth my now wife after my decease for the term of her life I therefore by these presents charge the lands tenements and herediaments that will descend & come to my son John Ffarmer at my decease with the said Annual rent charge to be paid out of the same to the said Elizabeth my wife for the term of her life  And, I do hereby devise the same accodingly   ITEM I give and bequeath unto Elizabeth my loving wife all the linnen she brought with her to my house together with the household goods that shall be found at my decease in the room I usualy lye in   ITEM I give and devise unto Elizabeth Ffarmer my daughter all that cottage or tenement scituate and being in Chipping Green in Pirton aforesaid in the occupacon of Thomas Pierce with every of its rights members appendants and appurtenances to hold the said cottage or tenements and premisses with the appurtenances unto the said Elizabeth Ffarmer and to her heirs and assignes for ever after the death of Elizabeth my wife   ITEM I give and bequeath more unto the said Elizabeth my daughter & her assignes the sum of three hundred pounds of lawfull British money to be paid to her by my executors hereafter named within six moneths next after my decease   ITEM I give and devise unto Ann Ffarmer my daughter all that cottage or tenement scituate and being in Chipping Green aforesaid in the occupacon of Edward Arnall to hold the said cottage or tenement with every of its rights members appendants and appurtenances unto the said Ann Ffarmer my daughter and to her heirs and assignes for ever after the death of Elizabeth my wife   ITEM I do hereby give and bequeath more unto the said Ann Ffarmer & her assignes the sum of Three hundred pounds of lawfull money of Great Britain to be paid to her by my Executors hereafter named within six moneths next after my decease  and in case that there is not money enough then my will is that my son John shall pay and make up the same and I do hereby (unreadable)…..ITEM I will my said two daughters Elizabeth and Ann the household goods and furniture which they have now in and about the house they live in, being the ffarm house belonging to Sir William Sanderson  ITEM my will further is that the coppers, brewing vessells and standard of what sort soever that are now in the house and homestall I now live in and also those that are in the house and homestall now in the occupacon of my son John may remain continue and be in the same for the use and benefit of those of my sons to whome the same premisses shall belong  ITEM all the rest and residue of my stock cattle goods chattells and personall estate whatsoever (my debts legacies and ffuneral expenses being first paid and discharged) I give and bequeath unto my sons John Ffarmer and Thomas Ffarmer whom I do constitute and appoynt together Executors of this my last will and testment and do hereby revoke all former wills by me made IN WITNESS whereof I the said John Ffarmer have set my hand and seal to every sheet of this my last will and testament (contained in three sheets of paper) the thirtieth day of October in the twelfth year of the reigne of King George over Great Britain etc Anno Domini 1725
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