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In the name of God Amen I Robert Collison of Pirton in the county of Hertford Gentleman being of sound and perfect mind memory and understanding (praised be God for the same) but calling to mind the mortality of mankind, the certainty of death and the uncertainty …..thereof doe make and ordaine this my last will and testament in manner and forme following (that is to say) First and principally I commend my soul into the hands of Almighty God my Creator hopeing forgiveness & remission of my sins through the merits of Jesus Christ my Saviour and Redeemer my body I comitt to the Earth to be decently buried at the discretion of the executors of this my will  And as touching such worldly estate wherewith it has pleased God to blesse me I dispose thereof as followeth (that is to say) IMPRIMIS I give devise and bequeath unto my loveing wife Jane Collison all and singular my freehold lands tenements and hereditament with the appurtenances lyeing and being in the fields bounds and parishes of Pirton aforesaid and Shitlington in the County of Bedford to have and to hold unto her the said Jane until such time as my son and daughter Daniell Collison and Jane Collison shall attain their respective ages of one and twentie yeares The rents and profits of the same lands and hereditaments to be applied toward the maintenance education and bringing up of my said children  And after they the said Daniel Colison and Jane Collison my son and daughter shall attaine their respective ages of one and twentie yeares then I give and devise the said lands tenements and hereditaments (as followeth/that is to say)  ITEM I give devise and bequeath unto my said daughter Jane all those two closes of pasture ground with the appurtenances situate lyeing and being in a certaine place called Spittes furrowe containing by estimacon three halfe acres be the same more or less the closes of Mrs Degg lyeing on both sides thereof  And also all those four acres of arable land with the appurtenances hereafter particularly menconed (that is to say) one rood part thereof lyeing in a shott called Red millway the land of Michael Ansell lyeing on the north part thereof, one rood more thereof in the same shott lyeing near a close called Risden the land late of Michael Sams lyeing on the north part thereof, one halfe acre more thereof lyeing in a shott called Malden and abutting upon the last menconed rood, one acre thereof lyein near the said close called Risden and abutting upon the land of Mrs Degg toward the north One other acre lyeing in the same shott and lyeing near the Mill there the land of Mrs Degg lyeing on the west part thereof called & also one other acre residue of the four acres lyeing near a piece of land called the Millpeice sloping down to the river there and also all that at arable land by situacon lyeing in a field called the Mawme feild in a furlong there called Mad furlong the land of Mr Dogg lyeing on the west part thereof and also all that acre of arable land lyeing in the same field and abutting upon a furlong called Beane furlong toward the east and also all that rood of arable land be the same more or less lying in Dane field and abutting upon the grove lane there and also all that rood of arable land in the same field lyeing in a shott called Rackpitt shott having a pen or heap of trees at the lower end of it and also all those two halfe acres of arable land lyeing in the same shott abutting with one end upon Charmwell headland the land late Mr John Collisons lyeing between the said two halfe acres  And also all those three halfe acres of arable land lyeing in the same shott and abutting upon Charmwell headland aforesaid the land of the said Mr Deane lyeing on that side of Pirton aforesaid and also all that acre of arable land lyeing in woodland in a field called Windmill field being the eighth land from the close in the same shott and also all that halfe acre of arable land lyeing in Rackpitt shott in the same field and also all that acre of arable land lyeing in the same shott the land of Oliver Ffarmer lyeing on that side next Pirton aforesaid and also one halfe acre more in the same shott of the land of Michael Ansell lyeing on the east part thereof and also all that halfe acre of arable land lyeing in a shott called Stoneylands in Clay field abutting with one end thereof upon Hazeley balk there and also all that halfe acre of arable land lyeing in  Bowell having a pen at one end of it together with all hedges ditches field fences commons ways water eastements profits comodities and appurtenances to the closes lands premises belonging or appertaining (all which said closes land and premises are lyeing and being in the fields bounds and parishes of Pirton and Shitlington aforesaid or out of them) To have and to hold the said closes lands hereditaments and premises with the appurtenances unto my daughter Jane Collyson her heires and assignes forever  ITEM I give and devise all and singular other my freehold lands tenements and hereditaments with their appurtenances lyeing and being in the parishes of Pirton and Shitlington or either of them unto my said son Daniel Collison his heires and assignes forever AND my mind and will is that in case the said Daniel and Jane Collison my said son and daughter shall happen to dye in the life time of my said wife Jane without leaving issue of either of their two bodies begotten then I give and devise and and every the said freehold lands tenements and hereditaments hereinbefore bequeathed to them as aforesaid (after such their decease and the decease of the longest liver of them unto my said wife Jane Collison for and during the terme of her natural life valid from and after her decease then I give and devise the said freehold lands hereditaments and premises with the appurtenances to the children of my son Robert Collison late of Hitchin in the said county of Hertford………………and for their heires and assignes equally devided between them  ITEM whereas I have mde or intend to make surrenders of all my customary lands tenements and hereditament holden of the severall mannors of Pirton Doddingsells Rectory of Pirton with Ickleford and Ramerick in the said county of Hertford for the use of my will Now I doe hereby give and devise all that close of pasture containing by estimacon three acres more or less commonly called by the name of Ortonhead Close lyeing next to a mead called Bakersmead and holden of the said mannor of the Rectory of Pirton with Ickleford to have and to hold the said close of pasture with the appurtenances unto my said son Daniel his heires and assignes forever ITEM I give and devise all and singular other my copyhold lands holden of the said severall mannors of Pirton Doddingsells, the Rectory of Pirton with Ickleford and Ramerick unto my said daughter Jane her heires and assignes forever  ITEM I give and bequeath all my household stuff linen plate woollen pewter brasse beds and bedding unto my loveing wife Jane Collison my son Daniel and my daughter Jane equally to be devided between them at the discretion of the executors of this my will  ITEM I give and bequeath unto my friends John Roust of  Henlow in the county of Bedford yeoman and Henry Squire of Hitchin in the said County of Hertford maltster the said sume of five pounds apiece of lawfull money of Great Britain to be paid to them within six months next after my decease   ITEM I give to the poor of the parish of Pirton aforesaid twenty shillings to be disposed of amongst them at the discretion of the executors of this my will ITEM I give and bequeath all and singular my goods chattels stock and personall estate whatsoever (except the household goods hereinbefore devised as aforesaid) unto the said John Roust and Henry Squire in trust that they the said John Roust and Henry Squire shall as soon after my decease as conveniently they can sell and dispose of my said goods chattels stock and personall estate for the best price and  prices they can get for the same and with the money arising by sale thereof pay and discharge all such debts as I shall have at the time of my death and the fines which will be put upon the admissions of my said son Daniel and my daughter Jane Collison to the lands hereinbefore devised to them as aforesaid  And after the payment of such fines and debts as aforesaid then I give and bequeath the overplus of the said money (if any shall be) unto my said wife Jane & to Daniel Collison and Jane Collison my son and daughter equally to be devided between them share and share alike And I doe hereby constitute and appoint the said John  Hurst and Henry Squire executors of this my last will and testament revoaking all former  wills being made  IN WITNESS WHEREOF I the said Robert Collison have to this my will contained in three sheets of paper sett my hand & seal to each and every of the said  sheets the four and twentieth day of Aprill in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eleven

Published and discharged the said Robert Collison
……..of us who subscribed

…..presence of the said testator  ROBERT  COLLISON
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CODICILL….to the last Will and testament of me Robert Collison of Pirton in the 
County of Hertford yeoman I the said Robert Collison do hereby declare publish as part of my last will and testament that is to say whereas I have on the day of the date of the Codicil suffered a common recovery in the court baron holden for the mannor of Pirton Doddingsells in the said County of Hertford according to the customs of the same mannor of six acres and a half of coppyhold or customary lands parcel of the said mannor heretofore the lands of Thomas Sex NOW I hereby give and devise unto my grandson John Collison son of Robert Collison my late son deceased and to his heirs and assignes forever all that acre of arable land lying and being in a certain place called Greenlow Hill in Pirton aforesaid (parcell of the said six acres and half of land) lying next the Mill Path there and abutting to the one end upon the land of Michael Ansell to have and to hold the said acre of land unto my said grandson John Collison his heirs an assignes for ever  Item I give and devise unto Elizabeth Collison daughter of my said late son Robert Collison on acre of arable land in the said place called Greenlow Hill also lying at the mill path there abutting with one end upon the last mentioned piece of land and the other End upon a Ten Acre piece belonging to a ffree school at Hitchin in the county aforesaid  To have and to hold the same acre of land unto the said Elizabeth Collison her heires and assignes forever I give and devise unto Jane Collison heirs all those four acres and a half residue of the said six acres and a half of land comprising in the said recovery with their appurtenances To have and to hold the said ffour acres and a half of land unto the said Jane Collison her heirs and assignes forever of all which said six acres and a half of land I did this day made a surrender to the use of my will  IN WITNESS whereof I have to this present codicill sett my hand and seal this one and thirtieth day of December in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and twelve
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